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Freiburg Cityrorest

Freiburg often referredto asthe & 3 NB § yisdota¥edin the UpperRhinevalley
adjacentto the BlackForestin the East Theforest of Freiburgcoversan areaof
5,200hathusbeingexceptionallyargefor a communalforest Around60 %of the
forest are located in the mountainousregionsof the BlackForestwhile 40 %,
entitled Wlooswald d@e foundin the lowlandsof the Rhinevalley. Theforestarea
extendsfrom 200in the valleyto nearly1,300 m.a.s.l. The FreiburgCity Forestis
dominated by the deciduoustree speciesbeechand oak, while Norway spruce,
Silverand Douglasfir constitute the most common conifers It has been Forest
StewardshigCouncil(FSCgertified alreadyasearlyas1999

The WlooswaldXorest consistsmainly of thermophilousdeciduoustree species
The once floodplain forests were heavily drained in former times which
considerablyaffectedwater tablesand forest composition However they are still

referredto asriparianforestshavingbeentypicalfor thesesitesin the past Forest
restoration activities are ongoingin forest areaswith the aim of againraising
groundwater levels
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4. 831ha 3. 7m¥ha

Totalforest area Annual increment

16% Beech

Oak
11% Maple, Ash

Spruce
18%

m Silver fir

m Douglas fir

m Other coniferous spec.

m Other broadleaved spec.

369myha

Actual average stock

67 %

Broadleaves

33 %

Conifers

7.5m¥ha 56%

isthe annualcuttingrate of forest area are single tree harvest
and group selection stands

36,000m3

is the total annual cutting rate I I O/

4 : O O O m3 of total forest area are managed

as continuous cover forests

of fuelwood is sold to residents of
Freiburg




Biodiversityconcept

Aim in the Freiburg City Forestis to build multi-
layered mixed forests. Integrative forest
managementis practiced giving emphasisto the
preservation of veteran trees and accumulationof
deadwood The OA (i @e@divood concept also
foreseesmultiple set-asideareasof varyingsizesin
which no harvesting takes place They are

distributed acrossthe whole city forest area

Forest managementin the Freiburg
City Forest aims at incorporating
nature and speciesconservationgoals
and the protection of natural
development processesto its com
merciallyusedforests

Already in 1994 the enterprise set
aside a forest reserveand adopted a
deadwoodconcept(1996).

46 so-called Z A}} E «gf
around 1 ha have so far been
designated for natural development
with aspacingof about1 km.

The selectionof these set-aside areas
is based on the presence of rare
and/or protected speciesthe ageof a
standor tree group, habitat continuity
and the display of rare or important
microhabitatstructures

The network of setasides is
complemented by 60 so called
ZA § dRddeadtree P E } 10%0s1-

0.3 hain size Thoseserveasso called
Z+3 %o %oheR They should display
specialtree microhabitatssuchaslarge
tree cavities, aeries or already
recorded breeding or resting areas of
protectedspecies

Spatial  distribution of tree
microhabitats plays a key role as
driver of biodiversity Therefore the
city forest has given high importance
to the connectivity of the different
area elements In addition individual
habitat trees displayingvaluable tree
microhabitats are protected in
regularlymanagedorests

The Freiburg City Forest has also
designated5 ‘teferenceareagwith an
averagesizeof 22 ha in the courseof
FS&ertification Dueto their sizethey
allow for observingand learningabout
natural development processes in
forests



